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Applicant(s) 
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Art Unit 

3683 



, Pam Rodriguez 

Period for RepH^"'"^'^ communlcatfon appears on tho covBt shoot w ith the cor^spondoncB address S 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHfS^ FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " ^"^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Bfpa/te Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 o.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E| The drawing(s) filed on 09 July 2003 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheel(s) Including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to See 37 CFR 1 121 (d) 

11) U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S 0 § 1 19(a)-(d) or m 
a)n All b)n Some * c)U None of: v ^ v / v /• 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 3 of 
the specification in lines 8 and 9 of paragraph 0014 the numbers "22" should read -24— 
to be consistent with the drawings and the previous lines of the specification which refer 
to the upper and lower mount structures as numerals 20 and 24. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In line 12 of Claim 14, the term "the aperture" is indefinite. Applicant has 
previously recited the term "the aperture" in line 8 to refer to the aperture of the first 
magnetic structure. Therefore, when he recites the term again in line 12, while the 
examiner recognizes that applicant is refemng to the aperture of the second magnetic 
structure, this delineation is not clear in the claim. The examiner suggests changing the 
term "the aperture" in line 12 to read -the aperture of the second magnetic structure— to 
avoid this 112 issue. 

Claims 15-20 are rejected merely due to their dependence from Claim 14. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Clainns 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by German 
Patent No. 19840244 to Jahnel. 

Regarding Claim 1 , Jahnel discloses a vehicle suspension system (see Figure 1 ) 
having all the features of the instant invention including: a damping device 5/6/10 
having first and second opposite portions 6 and 10 moveable in opposite directions 
toward and away from one another (see Figure 1), wherein the damping device 5/6/10 
has the first portion 6 capable of being adapted to be coupled to a motor vehicle frame 
(via element 8) and the second portion 10 is capable of being adapted to be coupled to 
a motor vehicle wheel mount structure (via element 11), wherein the damping device is 
adapted to dampen movement of the portions 6 and 1 0 toward or away from one 
another, and first and second magnetic structures (elements 13/9 and 12/5) connected 
to the first and second portions 6 and 10 respectively (via elements 5, 6, 7, and 9). 
wherein the first and second magnetic structures have like magnetic poles opposing 
one another (see Figure 1 and the negative polarities facing one another in elements 13 
and 12) to create a resilient magnetic bias to repel the first and second portions 6 and 
10 during a relative movement of the portions toward one another. 

Regarding Claim 2, see outer structure 1 in Figure 1 . 
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Regarding Claim 3, see Figure 1 wherein interior surfaces of sleeve 1 contact the 
outermost ends of elements 9 and 5 (In which magnets 13 and 12 adhere thereto) and 
slide at least to some extent relative to one another. 

Regarding Claim 4, see the entire interior surface of outer structure 1 which 
forms a fluid-tight seal between itself and the magnetic structures 13/9 and 12/5. 

Regarding Claim 5, see Figure 1 where inherently a gas (air) would be present 
within outer structure 1 . 

Regarding Claim 6, see cavity 26/4. 

Regarding Claim 7, note that the gas present within cavity 26/4 would inherently 
bias the magnetic structures 13/9 and 12/5 away from one another at least to the same 
extent as applicant's. 

Regarding Claim 8, see elements 2 and 3 readable as "boots" of the outer 
structure 1 as they would absorb at least some shock to the suspension system. 

Regarding Claims 9 and 10, see elements 5/6 of the damping device. 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , if the exterior surfaces of portions 6 and 1 0 are defined to 
be those portions of the elements located within outer structure 1 , than the first and 
second magnetic portions 13/9 and 12/5 are readable as being disposed on these 
exterior surfaces, (note: that the definition of interior and exterior is arbitrary depending 
on how one defines the terms in relation to the other components of the suspension 
system). 
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Regarding Claim 12, see the apertures extending ttirough elements 9 and 5 of 
the first and second magnetic structures, wherein portions 6 and 10 are received within 
these apertures. 

Regarding Claim 13, see the plurality of magnets 13 and the plurality of magnets 

12. 

Regarding Claim 14, see Claims 1 and 12 above. 
Regarding Claims 15 and 16, see Claims 9 and 10. 
Regarding Claim 17, see Claim 2. 
Regarding Claim 18, see Claim 3. 
Regarding Claim 19, see Claim 4. 
Regarding Claim 20, see Claims 5 and 6. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pam Rodriguez whose telephone number is 703-308- 
3657. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays 6 am -4 pm and Tuesdays 6 
am -12 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Jack Lavinder can be reached on 703-308-3421 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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